House Rules and Behavior Interventions
The overriding expectation for each of our residents is to show respect for themselves, other residents, and staff. It is the responsibility of our staff to assure that this respect is shown to each resident and staff member. Specific directives for dealing with the times and situations which are disrespectful may be found in the House Rules and Discipline section of the intake packet that all new residents agree to and understand (by signing the sheet) upon their admittance to the group home.

House Rules
· All residents will take part in cleaning and chores. Daily chores will be done after meals or upon request of the staff.
· Residents will be expected to eat all meals served at the house, unless a schedule has been worked out with staff.
· Residents will have a study period Sunday through Thursday evenings. The residents will study in areas assigned by staff.
· Residents will be allowed to have family visitors at the house through prior approval to be given by the resident’s social worker, and as indicated by their court order and/or personal treatment plan before family or any other guests will be allowed at the house. Prentice House staff has the right to request visitors to leave the premises if they feel there is a concern of safety for any of the residents or staff.
· Residents will have reasonable access to a telephone. Residents are allowed to make and to receive unlimited private calls to legal counsel.
· Residents will be responsible for their own laundry. Laundry will be done on their assigned day.
· Bedtime (lights out and quiet) will be at 9:00 PM on school nights. Bedtime on non-school nights will be determined by staff.
· Residents may be required to get haircuts (at staff discretion) if it becomes a treatment issue.
· Residents will be allowed to attend church, though staff supervision may be needed.
· Residents who stay a week or longer will receive a regular, base amount of spending money appropriate to his or her age and maturity. Older residents can be given opportunities to earn extra money above and beyond the base allowance.
· Residents will NOT be allowed to use ALCOHOL or DRUGS. This will NOT be tolerated in the program.
· Residents are expected to not be involved in any form of violence, including threats. This will NOT be tolerated in the program.
· Residents are expected to be respectful to other residents and staff at all times. Vulgar and obscene language or gestures are NOT tolerated.
· Residents are expected to respect themselves, their property, as well as the rights and property of others
· Any unauthorized absences from Prentice House will be considered running away. This will NOT be tolerated in the program. Violation of any curfews established with Prentice House staff will immediately be considered AWOL status and acted upon accordingly.
· Inappropriate sexual contact or harassment will NOT be tolerated.
· Residents will comply with staff directions and expectations as the need arises.
· Residents are expected to follow program expectations to the best of their ability.
· Residents who fail to comply with the rules of the program may be subjected to dismissal from Prentice House.

Prentice House staff members have the responsibility to set limits on behaviors, activities, expectations, provide care and supervise and carry out treatment plans.

Behavior Interventions/Consequences
Behavior interventions and consequences will be based on staff’s understanding of the youth’s intentions, motives and actions in regards to the rule infraction. Physical behavior intervention is only used as a last resort by employees trained in agency approved crisis intervention techniques as instructed by the Crisis Consultant Group. Physical behavior intervention is only used if the resident is presenting an immediate and immanent physical threat to himself or others. Prentice House staff will always carry out behavior interventions in a humane manner. Behavior Interventions and Consequences used and the behaviors they address will be documented in the residents Daily Charting.

Behavior Interventions/Consequences that may be used:
· Television restrictions
· Assigning household chores or written therapeutic reports pertaining to specific behaviors
· Loss of extracurricular activities
· Loss of privileges
· Increased staff supervision
· Residents who fail to comply with the rules of the program may be subjected to dismissal from Prentice House Group Home
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